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Each year, hundreds of patients
and their families travel great dis-
tances to receive cancer care at
the Cancer Center of the
University of Minnesota Medical
Center. The physical and emo-
tional toll during these times is
tremendous, and worries about
lodging costs and transportation
only add to the burden. That was
the impetus for the construction
of the Twin Cities Hope Lodge,
which will house up to 40 adult
cancer patients and their care-
givers each night of their stay free
of charge. 

Given the Minnesota Utility
Contractors Association’s history
of civic involvement, the
American Cancer Society asked for
the association’s help. MUCA

members answering the call to ser-
vice were Midwest Boring, Ziegler,
Northern Water Works Supply,
Inc, Yokum Oil, and Minnesota
Utilities & Excavating. The project
began in February and is sched-
uled for completion in December
of 2007.

According to Charlie Wilson of
Minnesota Utilities & Excavating,
“It has been a very rewarding pro-
ject to be a part of. The site work
portion of this project was compli-
cated by environmental and water
table issues, which made it the
perfect opportunity for MUCA
members to get involved.” The
value of the donated services
exceeded $60,000. For more infor-
mation on MUCA, visit the Web
site at www.muca.org. 

NUCA Presented
“Trench Rescue 101”
at ICUEE

Targeting the needs of profes-
sionals in the electric,
sewer/water, phone/cable, gas,
general construction, government
and landscaping businesses, the
International Construction and
Utility Equipment Exposition
(ICUEE) was held Oct. 16-18 at
the Kentucky Fair and Exposition
Center in Louisville, Ky. NUCA
was there not only as a
“Supporting Organization,” but
also to provide attendees with an
overview of what is required to
safely perform a trench rescue.
Safety professionals George
Kennedy, NUCA Vice President of
Safety, and Greg Strudwick,
NUCA-approved safety instructor
and President of Strudwick &
Associates, were on hand to direct
the show and answer questions.

Part presentation, part display,
“Trench Rescue 101” covered the
relevant OSHA regulations, soil
conditions, anatomy of a cave-in,
rescue hazards, PPE, shoring
arrangements, emergency plans,
rescue operations and more. 

After the presentation, atten-
dees had an opportunity to take
a closer look at different types
of shoring, which were set up in
an actual trench, as well as some
of the equipment and tools used
in a rescue. Free copies of the
“Trench Rescue 101 for
Construction Professionals”
PowerPoint presentation are
now available for download
from the NUCA Web site at
www.nuca.com. (Note: The
PowerPoint document is not
meant to be a substitute 
for proper trench rescue train-
ing, which requires far more
detailed information, practice
and experience.)

MUCA Members Donate Services to
Twin Cities Hope Lodge Project
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Harold Enberg and Dan Miller of Minnesota Utilities & Excavating 
on the job at Hope Lodge.



NUCA Unveils New
Member Benefit

Several months ago, NUCA’s
Education Committee initiated a
new benefit designed to foster the
sharing of key operational policies
and procedures that are typically
used by all contractors. In the mem-
bers-only section of the NUCA
website, there are a growing num-
ber of downloadable samples of
policies/procedures under four
broad categories — cell phone poli-
cies, vehicle usage policies, time off
policies and job startup/hazard
assessment procedures. More cate-
gories and samples will be added as
NUCA members come forward
with suggestions and contributions. 

Education Committee Chair
Glenn Ely says that feedback has
been universally positive, but
stresses that the growth and use-
fulness of the new benefit depend
on member willingness to con-
tribute. “Log on and get a taste of
this new benefit,” says Ely, “and
then take the time to forward sam-
ples of your own procedures so
that other members can benefit
from your knowledge and experi-
ence.” (Note: All references to the
company sharing its procedures
will be removed prior to posting.) 

NUCA ORSWW Joins
Congressman Baird on
NWCC Tour

In September, the pictured
NUCA  of Oregon and Southwest
Washington (ORSWW) representa-
tives joined Congressman Brian
Baird (D-Wash.) on a tour of the
Northwest College of Construction.
The college — which is sponsored
by the chapter, HBA, AGC and ABC
— falls in line with Baird’s priority
to raise awareness regarding career
and technical education, and to
help address the need for a skilled
workforce.

Seeing that there
was no leader in
Congress for career
and technical educa-
tion, Baird founded
the Congressional
Career and Technical
Education Caucus.
The Caucus will
work to increase
awareness of the
importance of career
and technical educa-
tion in Congress,
supporting funding
and resources, and
promote legislation
that benefits career
and technical educa-
tion.

During the tour, Baird was 
presented with a NUCAORSWW

PAC check. For more information on
NUCAORSWW, visit the Web site at
www.nucaorsww.com.
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NUCA NEWS

NUCAORSWW representatives included (l-r) 
Shane Tapani, Rick Day, Kevin Tapani, Alan

Hagrave, Congressman Brian Baird, Melinda 
Dailey and Lyle Schellenberg.



NUCA NEWS

GUCA members hit the greens
on Sept. 17 at the Orchard Hills
Golf Course in Newnan, Ga., for
the 2007 GUCA Larry S.
McReynolds Golf Tournament.

The tournament was established
to help give back to the industry
by providing scholarships to col-
lege students in construction
degree programs, as well as other

e d u c a t i o n a l
endeavors such
as school-to-
work programs
for high school
students and
HEO programs
for those seek-
ing career
opportunities
in utility con-
struction.

With 316
players in atten-
dance, the event
was GUCA’s
most successful
golf tournament

to date. The morning first place
team included: Jamie Hunter,
Vulcan Materials Co.; Charles
Allender, Richard Harp
Excavation Inc.; Blake Isreal,
Vulcan Materials Co.; and Mac
Rainey, MC Precast. The after-
noon first place team and overall
winning team for the tournament
included: Tim VanEgmond,
Mainline Supply of Jonesboro
Inc.; Jeff Hortman, Mainline
Supply of Jonesboro Inc.; Lane
Hale, Mainline Supply of
Jonesboro Inc.; and Ted
Blackhurst, Premier Utilities &
Services Inc. 

Jim Dukes of JCD Enterprises
made the first hole-in-one in the
history of the GUCA golf tourna-
ment. For more information
about GUCA, visit the Web site
at www.guca.com
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The overall winning team members show off their 
trophies (l-r) Lane Hale, Jeff Hortman, Tim VanEgmond

and Ted Blackhurst.

GUCA Golf Tournament Raises Money for Scholarships

GUCA Awards College Scholarships to Construction Management Students
At the Georgia Utility Contractors Association’s Fall

Quarterly Meeting and Trade Show on Oct. 4 at the
Westin Buckhead in Atlanta, Ga., five construction
management students at four-year higher education
institutions in Georgia received scholarships totaling
$10,000. There were three recipients from Southern
Polytechnic State University — junior Marie Benavidez
and seniors Joseph Alan Johnson and Jonathan
Robertson — and two from Georgia Southern
University — juniors Jesse Bentley and Jeremy Daniel.
Accompanying the students to the event were their
advisors — Dr. Khalid Siddiqi of Southern Polytechnic
State University and Dr. Brian Moore of Georgia
Southern University.

“GUCA scholarship opportunities help open the door
for students to complete their educational goals and
hopefully gear their construction-related education to
the much-needed utility construction industry,” said
Bradley Newcomer, GUCA Director of Safety &
Education. “The utility construction industry continues to be a vibrant force in Georgia’s economy and our members
are offering salary and benefit packages to make themselves competitive within the workforce market. These two
efforts combined make the utility construction industry a viable choice for graduating college students.”

Junior- and senior-level students attending four-year colleges and majoring in construction or engineering degree
programs are eligible to apply for scholarships from GUCA. The association has awarded more than $108,000 in
scholarships since 1995. For more information about GUCA, visit www.guca.com.

GSU scholarship recipients Jeremy Daniel (left) and Jesse
Bentley (right) pose with the keynote speaker, South

Carolina Lt. Gov. André Bauer.



NEW MEMBERS

CONTRACTORS
AAllpphhaa  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt
Lee Allison
10015 19th Ave. East
Tacoma, WA 98401
Work: (253) 536-1988
Fax:  (253) 536-2565
lee@alphadevcorp.com
www.alphadevcorp.com

AAmmeerriiccaann  PPiippeelliinnee  SSeerrvviicceess
Brett Allison
100 Billings St.
Aurora, CO 80011
Work: (303) 364-9910
Fax:  (303) 364-2101
brett@americanpipelinewe.net

DDrriillll  TTeecchh  DDrriilllliinngg  &&  SShhoorriinngg  IInncc..
Thea Shupe
2750 E 18th St
Antioch, CA 94509-8518
Work: (925) 978-2060
Fax:  (925) 978-2075
thea@drilltechdrilling.com
www.drilltechdrilling.com

HHaarrdd  RRoocckk  DDrriilllliinngg  &&  BBllaassttiinngg
Brian Graybeal
1041 Stonekirk Trace
Lawrenceville, GA 30043
Work: (404) 392-2063
Fax:  (770) 995-2480
graybealb@bellsouth.net

PPiihhll  EExxccaavvaattiinngg
Matt Pihl
41660 NW Sunset Hwy
Banks, OR 97106
Work: (503) 324-6210
Fax:  (503) 324-1017
nike@pihl-inc.com
www.pihl-inc.com

PPRRIINNCCEE  CCoonnttrraaccttiinngg  CCoo..  IInncc..
Douglas A. Delaney
5411 Willis Rd.
Palmetto, FL 34221
Work: (941) 722-7707
Fax:  (941) 722-4641
dadelaney@princeinc.com
www.princeinc.com

PPyytthhoonn  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  CCoo..
Rick Coe
P.O. Box 67945
Albuquerque, NM 87193
Work: (505) 899-5923
Fax:  (505) 899-5928
riccoe@msn.com

TTMMTT  AAsspphhaalltt  SSeerrvviicceess  IInncc..
Tim Lovell
404 SE 15th St.
Ruskin, FL 33570
Work: (813) 645-1008
Fax:  (813) 645-0022
tim@tmtasphalt.com
www.tmtasphalt.com

UUnnddeerrggrroouunndd  LLooccaattoorrss,,  LLLLCC
Todd Griffith
4575 Galley Rd., Ste. 300E
Colorado Springs, CO 80915
Work: (719) 471-0789
Fax:  (719) 575-9674
toddgriffith@undergroundloca-
tors.com
www.undergroundlocators.com

ASSOCIATES
BBeenneevveennttoo  CCoommppaanniieess
Charles Benevento
PO Box 695
900 Salem St.
Wilmington, MA 01887
Work: (978) 658-5300
Fax:  (978) 658-9580

LLiinnddeerr  IInndduussttrriiaall  MMaacchhiinneerryy  CCoo..
Brian Dillenback
6515 Chapel Hill Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607
Work: (919) 851-2030
Fax:  (919) 859-3859
brian.dillenback@linderco.com
www.linderco.com

TThhoommppssoonn  PPuummpp  &&  MMaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg
CCoo..  IInncc..
Tim Creech
2963 US Hwy 13 N
Goldsboro, NC 27534-7327
Work: (919) 778-2743
Fax:  (919) 778-7335
tcreech@thompsonpump.com
www.thompsonpump.com

TTiinnddaallll  CCoorrpp..
Barry Phillips
P.O. Box 1778
Spartansburg, SC 29304
Work: (864) 576-3230
Fax:  (864) 587-8828
barryphillips@tindallcorp.com
www.tindallcorp.com

INSTITUTIONAL
IImmppeerriiaall  IIrrrriiggaattiioonn  DDiissttrriicctt
Kennith N. Johnson
333 E. Barioni Blvd.
Imperial, CA 92251
Work: (760) 339-9024
Fax:  (760) 355-0728
knjohnson@iid.com
www.iid.com
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Learn more about the benefits of 
NUCA membership

Call (703) 358-9300
or visit www.nuca.com


