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“What do you want to be when you grow up?”  

Do you remember that question being posed to you as a
child? Over the course of my childhood, I had several answers
to that question. I started out wanting to be a firefighter, next a
doctor, then a contractor and finally a professional ballplayer.
While I did not achieve the ultimate as a ballplayer, I did
become a contractor, so the act of dreaming and believing the
dream attainable had validity. 

If you know what you want, you can start preparing to do or
be what you’ve dreamed. If you change your mind along the way, or circumstances
change, that’s okay. I’ve heard people my age jokingly (or not) say that they were
still trying to decide what they wanted to be when they grew up. I say more power
to those people. They are still open to new possibilities.

Back in 1964, when NUCA was born, the dream of its founders was to make it
the unified voice of underground utility contractors. In the intervening years, we’ve
become that and much more. We have the pieces in place — members, chapters,
staff, structure. We have a solid mission that encompasses legislative/regulatory
advocacy, safety promotion, and professional training. I think that now is the time
for us to take up dreaming again.   

What are some of the things you would like to see our association do and accom-
plish both now and in the future? What new member services and benefits would
best serve you and your company? In short, what do you want NUCA to be when
it grows up? I ask those questions seriously. As you ponder the future and dare to
dream, please share your vision with us. Allow us all to see the future you imagine
and help us achieve it. 

Being a practical man, I want to close with a reminder of how such dreams
become a reality. First of all, you do the “stand up and be counted” thing — you
join us. Then, when your help is needed, you show up and lend a hand. This past
year, as I’ve traveled around the country visiting NUCA chapters, I’ve been heart-
ened to see so many doing just that. And, the results are tangible. Our ranks are
swelling. Bills favorable to our industry are being advanced and passed. The cadre
of NUCA safety instructors is growing, as is the number of workers trained. 
The NUCA Foundation for Education & Research is continually bringing out new
resources to help your company’s bottom line. 

And just think — all this started with a really big dream shared by five men some
43 years ago! 

Regards,

James King
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